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:As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  t h e  Matthew Jones House was a  one-story,  

. . 
a c e n t r a l  two-story enclosed porch, and a  one-story lean- to  a  
The main p a r t  of the  house however, w a s  r a i sed  t o  two s t o r i e  

I century ,  us ing  b r i cks  from a n  outbui ld ing .  The f i n e  brickwor 
of the house i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers above the  water  

, w i t h  English bond below. Noteworthy e x t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f  
f ron t  door and t h e  massive e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. The upper po r t ion  of  the  

' a r e  composed of  unattached square twin s t a c k s  joined a t  the  caps. 

The f l o o r  p lan  of the  house c o n s i s t s  of the  porch chamber, a  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  and 8 

two chambers on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  the  h a l l .  Unfortunately,  l i t t l e ,  i f  any, of  the  j 
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork su rv ives ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  having been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  ' 

I when the  second s t o r y  was added. The r e a r  lean- to  g ives  every i n d i c a t i o n  of being 
p a r t  of the  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  j 
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;Previous ly  known a s  'Bou;bonl and ' BGick ~ o u s e  Farm', t h e  Matthew Jones House de r ives  
i t s  name from a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  over  t h e  doorway of t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  which s a i d  
!'Matthew Jones 1 7 2 7 ' .  When the  k i t chen  was demolished i n  1893 t o  provide b r i c k  f o r  
! the  remodelling of t h e  main house t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n  was l o s t .  A t  t h a t  time the  
c u r r e n t  owners placed the  same i n s c r i p t i o n  on the  house i t s e l f .  Whether the o r i g i n a l '  
/ i n s c r i p t i o n  d id  indeed i n d i c a t e  the  d a t e  the  bu i ld ing  was e rec t ed ,  o r  whether i t  
!simply indica ted  the  d a t e  of the  k i t chen ,  o r  even Matthew Jones '  dea th  ( f o r  t h a t  i s  j 
/ t he  year  t h a t  one Matthew Jones d i ed )  i s  conjec ture .  i 

! 
11t has been suggested by a t  l e a s t  one expe r t  t h a t  t h e  chimneys of t h e  Jones House 
lare of la te -seventeenth  century  o r i g i n  and belonged t o  a n  e a r l i e r  frame s t r u c t u r e ;  , 
the  present  b r i c k  being e rec t ed  between t h e  chimneys i n  the  ea r ly -e igh teen th  century .  

I ~ e s p i t e  i t s  r a t h e r  shadowy h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Matthew Jones House is-~on-e QX the f i n e s t  
o f  the  handful of  Medieval s t y b e - V i r g i n i ~ a  houses extai l t .  I ts  des ign  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  
pf  the  small  English manor house of a  hundred years  e a r l i e r .  Even i n  i ts  present  
a l t e r e d  form t h e  Matthew Jones House i s  of high a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 
! r a r i t y .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

i n  the National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehbrres s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of s i ~ n i f i c a n c c  of this  nomination is: 

National n State Local  

J J 
D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

~ i t 1 , V i r g i n i a  Histor ic  Landmarks Comm. 

rty is included in the 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

I Keeper of The Nettonel Register 

a t e  May 20, 1969 Date 1 








